What’s Princess Anne doing 
in Witney? See page three 






■ ) H H ESt 1 1 1 Reporting from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire www.oxford.anglican.org 

KDi 



'OXFORD- 



April 2011 No. 223 



Inside: 



Reflection 

Katy Kerr on Mothering 
Sunday 

PAGE 2 

News 

Kate Middleton’s home village 
Royal Wedding plans 

PAGE 3 



FAMILY 




Win tickets to Creation’s 
Biblical show 

PAGE 7 



Feature 

Big thinking about Big 
Society 

PAGES 8 and 9 



Feature 

Festival of Prayer - spice 
up your prayer life 

PAGE 13 



Arts 

Win David Winter’s latest 
book 

PAGE 14 



God in the Life of 

The Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud, new Bishop of 
Reading 

PAGE 16 




PURE COTTON 
DUVET COVERS 

Soft & sumptuous 

Craft 

block- FR om 
printing Bangladesh 

• Choose «Quad» design 
Blue or Brown 

• ...Or «Jangala» design 
Pale pink or Pale grey 

• EXTRA-LARGE 

£ &plJnplZa S es £69 

• DOUBLE 

f“Tplain pleases £59 

• SINGLE 

hTduding^plain pillowcase £39 

STOP BY AT OUR OUTLET SHOP 
ON THE A44 IN WOODSTOCK C 









2 



t heDoor APRIL 2011 



Prayer (^reflection 



Giving thanks this Mothering Sunday 



Katy Kerr provides some 
prayers to help us celebrate 
Mothering Sunday. 

Dear Lord , 

We thank you for creating love and the joy 
that it brings to our lives. Thank you that 
you love us unconditionally and provide the 
constant that buffers our ever changing lives. 
Use us to offer a helping hand or a listening 
ear to those in need. 

Amen 

L et us reflect on all that our own 
mothers have given us. The large 
and the small things that they have 
done for us and, for many, continue to do 
even though we have now reached adult- 
hood ourselves. We remember the care 
and love that they have shown us and the 
willingness to help us when others have 
let us down. The pride they have in our 
achievements and the support they give us 
when things go wrong. 

Dear Lord , 

We thank you for the people we love, particu- 
larly our mothers. Help us to show them our 
appreciation and to support them in return. 
Help us to recognise the people that we have 
become because of their love for us and to live 
up to our full potential. 

Amen 

can ponder the great natural 
bond that God places between 
mother and child at the 
moment of birth, and that shone brightly 




The Virgin with Angels, 1 900 (oil on canvas) by Bouguereau, 
William-Adolphe (1825-1905) Musee de la Ville de Paris, 
Musee du Petit-Palais, France/ The Bridgeman Art Library 



in the loves of Jesus and his blessed moth- 
er Mary. Why was it necessary for him to 
have a mother and father? To be born as 
human, yes, but also so that he could 
grow and develop within the precepts of a 
loving home. Mary was prepared to travel 
with Jesus during his ministry and, as a 
mother, endured the ultimate pain of wit- 
nessing his agonising death upon the 
cross. 



Dear Lord, 

We thank you for the maternal bond 
between mother and child, and for the willing- 
ness for mothers to protect their own. We 
thank you that your mother Mary is a role 
model to us all and we rejoice that you 
experienced the joy of being loved by her. 

Amen 



J esus needed a mother to provide him 
with all that our mothers give us. 
However for some their own upbringing 
has fallen short of this ideal relation- 
ship. This makes Mothering Sunday a 
difficult day where the fractured nature 
of that relationship can make it hard to 
celebrate. 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for those for whom Mothering 
Sunday is a difficult day. We ask you to send 
torrents of your love and peace into these 
fractured relationships. We hope that today 
there may be noticeable changes made to the 
hurt that lies within and that these 
individuals find a new way of being together. 
Amen. 

L et us remember other wonderful 
Christian women who have been 
our role models. Whether it is 
those we have known personally or those 
whose lives have inspired us. 

Dear Lord, 

We give thanks for the women who have loved 
and nurtured children and treated them as 
their own. Thank you for those who have 
helped develop our faith and have tirelessly 
cared for others. 

Amen 

Katy Kerr is Faith and Policy Unit 
Co-ordinator for the Mothers’ Union in the 
Oxford Diocese 



April prayer diary compiled by John Manley (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

FRI 1 Adderbury: clergy Stephen Fletcher, 
LLM Paul Godwin. Adderbury Christopher 
Rawlins (VA) School. 

SAT 2 Banbury St Francis: clergy David 
Jackson, Chris Gaynor; LLM Mary Jackson. 

MON 4 Banbury St Hugh: clergy Philip 
Davies. 

TUES 5 Banbury St Leonard: clergy Sue 
Burchall. Banbury St Leonard’s (VC) 
School. 

WED 6 Banbury St Mary: clergy Linda 
Green, Sue Newby, Jeff West; LLM Roger 
Verrall. Banbury St Mary’s (VC) School. 

THUR 7 Banbury St Paul: clergy Edward 
Coombs, David Huss; LLM Dennis Smith, 
children’s worker Jeannette Law. 

FRI 8 Bloxham with Milcombe and South 
Newington: clergy Sarah Tillett. Bloxham 
(VC) School. 

SAT 9 Bodicote: clergy Ben Phillips, Brian 
Gardner; LLM George Walker. Bodicote 
Bishop Loveday (VA) School. 



MON 11 Deddington with Barford, Clifton 
and Hempton: clergy Hugh White, Daniel 
Inman. Deddington (VA) School. 

TUES 12 Ironstone: clergy John Reader, 
Brian Hyder-Smith; LLMs John Straw 
(emeritus), Trina Wilcock. Shenington (VA) 



& Wroxton (VA) Schools. 

WED 13 Shires’ Edge: clergy Pat Freeth, 
Lynda Alcock. Cropredy (VC) School. 

THUR 14 Wykeham: clergy Timothy Wim- 
bush, John Tattersall. North Newington 
Bishop Carpenter (VA) School. 

FRI 15 Mission Partnership of Milton 
Keynes Christian Council: clergy Mary 
Cotes. Milton Keynes Christian Foundation: 

team leader Stephen Norrish. 

SAT 16 Bletchley: clergy Mike Archer, 
Catherine Butt, Alan Bird (Baptist); lay pas- 
tors Philip Bates, Peter Cutler; LLMs Peggy 
Faithfull, Andrew Walmsley, Robin Rowles. 
Bletchley Cold Harbour (VC) School. 

MON 18 Calverton & Stony Stratford: cler- 
gy Ross Northing, Daniel Lloyd, Graham 
Sanders; CA Janet Northing. Stony Strat- 
ford SS Mary & Giles (VA) School. 

TUES 19 Christ the Cornerstone: clergy 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, Tim Norwood, 
Joe Williams (RC), David Tatem (URC), 
Brenda Mosedale (Methodist); LLM Marian 
Ballance. 

WED 20 Fenny Stratford: clergy Victor Bul- 
lock, John Hibbard, Ian Thomas. 

MAUNDY THUR 21 Stantonbury and 
Willen: clergy Paul Smith, Peter Ballantine, 
Chris Collinge, Andy Jowitt, Liz Baker, Judy 
Rose, Mindy Bell (Methodist), Chris How- 
den; lay worker David Wilson; Methodist 
local preachers Mike Morris, Ruth Walker- 
Singh; Baptist lay preacher Margaret Prisk; 



LLMs Arthur Chadwick, Mary Lovegrove, 
Cis Jones, Margaret Moakes. Great Linford 
St Andrew (VC) School. 

FRI 22 GOOD FRIDAY: All prisoners of 
conscience, those persecuted for their 
Christian faith, the modern martyrs to the 
faith. 

SAT 23 HOLY SATURDAY: All mourning 
the loss of loved ones at this time. 

MON 25 Walton, Milton Keynes: clergy 
David Lunn, Susan Jackson, Anthony Smith, 
Louise Webber (Baptist), Beatrice Quaye 
(Methodist). Wavendon (VC) School. 

TUES 26 Water Eaton: clergy Chris Bell 
(Baptist). 

WED 27 Watling Valley: clergy David Bell, 
Mike Morris, Tim Hadden, Nick Adlem 
(URC), Stephen Mosedale (Methodist); 
LLMs Derek Martin, Phyllis Bunnett. MK 
Christ the Sower (VA) School. 

THUR 28 Wolverton: clergy Jeremy Trigg, 
Peter Dockree. 

FRI 29 Woughton: clergy Cathi Williams, 
David Rudiger, Ian Gooding, Paul Norris, 
Heather Pollard (URC); Methodist deacon 
Richard Beckett; LLMs Mike Davidge, Tony 
Stanyer. For God’s blessing on the marriage 
of Prince William and Kate Middleton. 

SAT 30 Wycliffe Hall: principal Richard 
Turnball, the staff and students. That the 
good news of our redemption in Christ 
Jesus may be preached fearlessly through- 
out the world. 



Sundays 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you. (1 Peter 1:3, 4 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 3 Mothering Sunday (Lent 4): All mothers, espe- 
cially those raising children in difficult circumstances. The 
Anglican Diocese of Multan (Pakistan), that a bishop may 
be appointed according to God’s will. The MP, county and 
local councillors serving the people of Deddington deanery. 

SUNDAY 10 Passion Sunday (Lent 5) Deddington Dean- 
ery: area dean Pat Freeth, lay chair Lindsay Mills, secretary 
Viviane Hall, treasurer David Workman, ecumenical repre- 
sentative Stephen Fletcher, youth work contact Jon Cardy. 
The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the dean- 
ery. For the Anglican Diocese of Nagpur (N India). 

SUNDAY 17 PALM SUNDAY (Lent 6) Milton Keynes 
Deanery: area dean Tim Norwood, lay chair David Thom, 
secretary Penny Keens, treasurer Tony Stanyer, ecumenical 
officer Chris Collinge, associate clergy Liz Breuilly, director 
of Christian training Peter Ballantine. The people, PCCs, 
wardens and support staff of the deanery. The MP, district 
and local councillors serving the people of the deanery. The 
Anglican diocese of Jerusalem (Middle East). 

SUNDAY 24 EASTER DAY: For unity in the Church of our 
Lord and saviour Jesus Christ that his prayer may be 
realised. For the ecumenical partnerships of this diocese. 
The worldwide Anglican Communion, that our divisions 
may be resolved. 
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Praying for local girl Kate and the Royal Wedding 



By Sarah Meyrick 

PEOPLE in the Berkshire village 
of Bucklebury are preparing to 
join in the celebrations when the 
village’s most famous daughter 
marries Prince William at 
Westminster Abbey. 

Kate Middleton’s family live in 
Chapel Row, which is part of the 
parishes of Bucklebury with 
Marlston, Bradfield and 
Stanford Dingley. The Revd 
Julian Gadsby, the Priest-in- 
charge, shown here with the 
parish register, said that the 
church would be praying for a 
long and happy marriage. 

“This is an exciting time for 
the whole community, and like 
so many people we are delighted 
for Prince William and Kate 
Middleton. Weddings are a won- 
derful occasion, and as a church 



we want to join with the commu- 
nity in celebrating. 

Plans include ringing a full 
peal of bells after the service, 
and holding a service of cele- 
bration of marriage in church 
the following Sunday. 

“This whole thing is not just 
about the wedding day, a won- 
derful occasion though it is. It’s 
also about the marriage and we 
want to pray God’s blessing on 
that marriage,” he said. 

The pupils of Bucklebury C of 
E Primary School have com- 
posed a special song for Prince 
William and Miss Middleton. 
The children are recording the 
song and plan to send a copy to 
the couple. On the day before 
the wedding, they will be hold- 
ing a street party and a wedding 
hat competition on the school 
playground for pupils and staff. 





Princess’s approval for 
church re-ordering 



TOWNSFOLK from Witney 
gathered with journalists, 
church goers, clergy and 
dignitaries to welcome 
Princess Anne to the launch 
of a £1.7m plan to re-order 
St Mary’s Church in Witney. 

Members of the 800-year- 
old church had already 
spent £325,000 repairing the 
roofs and had removed the 
pews when the Princess Royal visited last month. The church 
attracts thousands of visitors every year, and, in 2010, 77,000 
people watched the midnight mass service when it was 
broadcast by the online television channel, Witney TV. 

Rector, the Revd Toby Wright, said: “The church is an 
integral part of the community. It’s used by thousands of 
people every year for regular worship, funerals, baptisms, 
concerts, exhibitions, meetings and all of the people who come 
in for a moment of quiet.” 

The Princess said: “This church clearly has enormous scope 
for the future. There are so many events I feel sit well in a 
church like this. It’s unique and most churches are but for 
Witney its very special. With the work you are planning to do it 
can be event more of a centre for Witney than it has been for 
the last few years. It will be a useful building for so many 
generations to come and I wish you well.” 



Wallingford wins Britain s 
Favourite Choir contest 




A CHURCH choir from 
Oxfordshire has beaten off com- 
petition from across the UK to 
become Britain’s Favourite 
Parish Choir. 

Wallingford Parish Church 
Choir has been named by 
Universal Music as the winners 
of the contest. The choir 
entered after being heard by 
Paul Conroy, ex managing director 
of Virgin Records and the man 
behind the Spice Girls. He spot- 
ted an ad for the contest in a 
newspaper and urged the choir 
to go for it. Paul said: “Having 
seen the advertisement I 
immediately thought this would 
be a fantastic opportunity for the 
choir. The church where they 
rehearse is virtually next door to 
my home and I have spent many 
years listening to them as I 
walked past. 

“I suggested that they put 
themselves forward to the 
competition and I am very 
pleased and proud that they 
were chosen.” The choir is made 
up of people aged from six to 
over 70. Sue Ledger loved it so 
much she gave up her job as a 
GP to become its Director of 
Music. She said: “I got the call 
from Oliver Harrop at Decca 
Records to say we had won the 
competition while on the river- 
bank on a boating holiday. 
Neighbouring crafts heard the 
ecstatic shrieks as I told my fel- 
low singers on the boat the news! 
We really couldn’t believe it. 



One of the best days ever was 
telling the full choir at the next 
choir practice. They were all 
overwhelmed. Young and old 
choristers felt a real sense of 
affirmation for our singing with- 
in the church. The whole Parish 
is really thrilled for us and for 
the opportunities it brings our 
way. Music is a very important 
part of the worship in our 
churches in Wallingford. The 
next few months will bring some 
wonderful events, and we have 
already had the amazing experi- 
ence of recording at Hook End 
and Abbey Road Studios. We are 
so looking forward to the CD 
being available and we hope it 
gives many people pleasure and 
comfort to hear the traditional 
hymns with the beautiful orches- 
tration.” Rector of the Church, 
The Revd David Rice said: “We 
are really proud of our choir and 
were delighted when we heard 
they had won this contest.” 

The next step for the choir is 
to release their debut album on 
Universal’s Decca label and, as 
part of their prize, a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to perform 
at The Royal Albert Hall. The 
CD will fittingly comprise of The 
Nations Favourite Hymns as 
voted for by the British public in 
an online poll. No.l in the poll 
by a substantial margin was 
“Cwm Rhondda: ‘Guide Me O 
Thou Great Redeemer’. The 
Hymns Album will be released on 
April 18 th . 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Revving it up 




THE Revd Derek Spears is set to 
rev up his motorcycle for a tour 
of the Diocese to celebrate 1 00 
years of our link charity Parents 
and Children Together (PACT). 

Derek is the vicar of Earley St 
Peter and one of the vice-chairs 
of PACT and he is planning the 
tour to visit all of the charity’s 
projects in the Diocese between 
September 1 2 and 1 6. Any 
motorcyclists who would like to 
join him can on 
Derek@stpetersvicarage.plus. 
com or call 01 18 9262009. 



Cathedral visits 

Have you visited your Cathedral 
lately? Many Anglicans in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Berkshire may be unaware 
that their Diocesan Cathedral is 
a beautiful medieval building, 
tucked behind the great 
quadrangle of Oxford’s Christ 
Church College. 

Every year the Cathedral 
welcomes visiting parish groups 
from the Diocese, to learn about 
its history and to share in its 
worship. This year’s programme 
includes a guided tour, afternoon 
tea in the Great Hall and 
evensong in the Cathedral. Your 
incumbent will have been sent 
details of how to book a visit, or 
you can get a booking form by 
emailing rabycottage@aol.com. 



New Academy 
opens to pupils 

LAST month the new £33m 
state-of-the-art Oxford Academy 
building opened its doors to 
pupils. 

The school, which is 
sponsored by the Oxford 
Diocese, and provides facilities 
for Mabel Pritchard Special 
School and a new community 
library, was designed by 
Architects White Design and built 
by Willmott Dixon Construction. 

Chair of Governors and Lead 
Sponsor, Director of Education 
for the Diocese of Oxford, Leslie 
Stephen added: “This is a major 
milestone in our journey to 
ensuring the young people of 
Oxfordshire receive the best 
possible education. 

“The Oxford Diocesan Board 
of Education aims to support 
schools in providing a high 
quality education in an environ- 
ment underpinned by Christian 
values. As partnerships continue 
to be developed, we truly believe 
that The Oxford Academy has 
much to offer other schools and 
its local community.’’ 
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Holidays at Home 




Cfmrcimlood Volley 

Secluded 
Jag rahim 




\\h wt.lt LHTlie 
EJcjch nearby 
short hrMk* 



PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 
Saundersfoot 

^are!^OQt_House 

B^py" a break by the sea. 
Ensuite sea view rooms. 
250m to beach, harbour & village. 

Families welcome. Ideal for walking 
holidays, Ground floor rooms available. 
* Free ample parkng for guests. 

(=1L 01834 813231 

www.saundersfoothotel .co. uk 



■ -- M 



St ivss Cornwall 

Until May l i[ 2011 

Shore off season breaks In cos/ centnly heated 
Hfhcnnqnti mnagr- in rhr rrnrrr of hraurihil Sr hr*. 



ONLY l\2Q fur 1 nights for 7 people 
£35 per night for additional night* 



Includes Rirltin®, C. Heaeipg, Bed linen 
Tel Alw 0 1736 795083 or 07970 737067 



A warm traditional welcome welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House 

JVsVoV Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally situated for 
coastal & Exmoor walks. 

Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Dartmouth 
nr vo.\i 

CilcincRIS views 3CT-Q55 
Krvcr Dipt 1rc*Ti 
& Limb n i-iL'In 
£.1 rl it !■- h n ji 

AJI tiwd 
Tr r.r pi v^r 
070 77 7 > 5+7} 



BRAMBLE COTTAGE, 

MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL 



Two bedroom Fisherman’s 
cottage with modem 
extension. Superb view from 
all windows to Mousehole 
Harbour and Mounts Bay. On 
coastal path to Lamoma Cove. 



For brochure, please telephone 

01588 680316 




GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



Holidays Abroad 



ITALY 

Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
www.villettagirasole .com 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 



^ ■ 




IRELAND 

Greystones 
Co. Wicklow 
Attractive Home for 
Holiday 

All mod cons, near sea. 
Dart Station Shops - 
in Quiet Area 
Reductions for Clergy 
Ring 00353-1-2876805 
0118 9787018 


1 anzarcte 

PIcfyE) Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 00454 260619 

wAAAilarratibaiillacliatcDik 


i 
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r Insurance | 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details- 

0116 272 0500 



Authorised & regulated by the F.&A. 



See our retreats focus on p!4 
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KJB: 

The Book That Changed The World 

A 90 minute drama documentary 
celebrating the 400th Anniversary 
of the King James Bible, 
featuring John Rhys-Davis 



For incisive and gripping 

Christian Documentaries visit Cross Rhythms Dire :t today: 




Miss HIV 



The Mysterious Westminster 

Islands Abbey 



A variety of topics at great prices 



www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct 
Tel: 01782 251000 




Salt Insurance 

.short Lowg-tertti Tfrovil 



SALT Insurance team have over 1U years experience in providing 
medical and travel insurance for missionaries, church groups and 
individuals. 

We have: 

• policies to suit your needs 

• competitive prices 

• special group rates and discounts 

• no a uto mat i c pre- exi sti n q m ed tea I con dit i on exc I usio n 

• high risk areas cover available 

So if you are going on mission. Short or Long Term, or just taking a 
relaxing holiday, contact SALT for a quote. 

telephone: 01342 843560 

email: info@salttnsurance.com 
visit our website: w w w.salti n surance.com 



SALS Infiuranc* StiYfeeii h jegitttN-ed m t Agbnd and WalV-s 
ml? 793 5 J l*. .jii Appiuiurnl pt'fHf- ri’nLi'n,^’ til Kirupriuni H.iml; 

I imitud whn 4IV4UllfeUrig^4fl(l^igul<itnS 1/y IhtfliiLijlcMl 
Services Authcrlrv, thcli number Is 400972. 
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News 



HIV/AIDS work progresses 




Top: Hope for the Living careworkers visit Felicity 
in her vegetable garden. Above: Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker meets champion grower 
Madeleine and her grandson. Pics: Sarah Meyrick. 



said Carol “I am encouraging Vusi to 
start a vegetable garden and also grow 
flowers which can be sold.” 

The Diocese of Oxford helps support 
a number of projects in the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, which is in a 
desperately poor part of South Africa. As 
well as Hope for the Living and the 
Taung Centre, Oxford has given money 
to support the Tamar Shelter, which is 
the only safe refuge for abused and 
battered women in the whole of the 
Northern Cape, an area the size of 
France. There are also a number of 
parish-to-parish links. 

On the strength of its track record, 
Hope for the Living has recently been 
awarded extra funding from the 
National Aids Council of South Africa to 
extend its outreach to children from 
one day a week to three. 

“This is a tribute to all the hard work 
behind Hope for the Living, and the 
care givers who give so much,” said 
Charlotte. “They are all passionate, 
committed women, and my heroines.” 



By Sarah Meyrick 



The Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman 
has appointed a new officer to lead the 
diocese’s work on HIV/AIDS, which is 
supported by Oxford Diocese through 
its link. 

The Revd Carol Starky has a wealth 
of experience in the HIV/AIDS area 
through her work with the Hope for 
the Living project in the township of 
Roodepan, on the outskirts of 
Kimberley. Hope for the Living, which 
is run from the vestry of St Francis 
church, supports families made 
vulnerable through HIV/AIDs by 
providing community care givers who 
visit households in the township. 

A recent development is the specialist 
support provided by the five-strong 
‘green team’, who help families plant 
vegetable gardens to improve their 
nutrition and, in some cases, provide 
income through selling produce. 

There are now 27 gardens in 
operation. In addition, up to 165 
orphaned and vulnerable children visit 
the project each week to take part in 
activities and eat a hot meal, which is 
often the only proper meal they ever 
have. 

“This is wonderful news,” said the 
Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker, the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Advisor for Overseas 
Programmes who visited Kimberley in 
February. “I know Carol very well and 
I’m delighted to hear that Bishop Ossie 
has made this appointment. Carol’s 
valuable experience and understanding 
will be a real asset during the next stages 
of the development of the Taung 
Centre, where she will be supporting the 
youth chaplain, Vusi Mabuza, as he takes 
forward the work with young people. 
Peer education is vitally important in the 
fight against HIV/AIDS and this 
represents a real step forward.” 

Earlier last month Carol and Vusi 
visited the Taung Centre to organise 
practicalities such as bedding and 
fencing. “There is so much potential,” 



IN BRIEF 



In pew entertainment 

“WHAT is the kingdom of heaven, anyway? 
What do we actually mean by the Lamb of 
God? What is grace? Why do we say 
Amen’?’’ 

The answers to questions like this and 
more are in pamphlets produced by There- 
sa Morgan, of St Nicholas, Littlemore, 
Oxford. She says: “Each one takes a word 
or phrase familiar from the liturgy and/or the 
Bible, which people will have heard often 
but won’t necessarily know much about, 
and explains it in what I hope is a brief and 
accessible way.’’ 

The pamphlets can be downloaded from 
www.oxford.anglican.org/pewsheets . They 
are free, but donations are welcome. 
Cheques should be made payable to 
Littlemore PCC and sent to the Revd M. 
Armitstead, The Vicarage, Littlemore, 

Oxford, 0X4 4 PR 



A walk on the wildside 

CONSERVATION charity A Rocha UK will 
be holding a Faith and Wildlife self-guided 
walk through Aston Rowant National Nature 
Reserve on Sunday, March 27th. 

The reserve is owned and managed by 
Natural England and the Faith and Wildlife 
Event is supported by Natural England. The 
trail starts near the Cowleaze Wood Car 
Park after 2pm, with information, 
refreshments and activities, including a 
short, interactive service with a brief 
message. 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Erne it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 




CONTACT (IS 
TODAY TOB YOtlB 
TREE ARTWORK RACK 
$ SAMPLE, TEA TOWEL 



www . stua rt morns ,co . ulc 



MORRIS 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0411 




Instead of chocolates 
this Easter... 



For e free catalogue; 

0845 273 1701 



Buy online at 

www, lifeglvinggifts.org 



give a gift that will 
transform someone's 



life. 



t>l 


Anglicans In 
World Mission 


USPD 
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Spotlight on ... 




MFI.ROSF BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info Omel rosebooks.co.uk 







% 


A.B.WAI.KFR 

a son i iMiTrn 

fW 19* i Ct UCIW f IT.IJJy 





Independent family luneral dredorsand 
nionurnenkil masons. 

24 

4 Offices with parking 
Competitively priced 
Fkawfjrs hy lelftphonfi and mvlirie 
atone memorials 
P re- paid funeral plans 




Reading head office Oil 0 957 3550 

OHi¥ ti\,T¥dn=i VtoifcflTjrvBi i, Ri;i*.iii 4. Hi rry hjii 

www.abwalker.co.uk 



To Advertise 
Cdl 

01752 

225623 



AACCESS 
U INSURANCE 

Award Winning Charity Insurance 
Contact us for yimr rcqijiicmcnbi: 
dirHliun I HeLreaLii 

Coufareoce Centres I Colleges 
Counselling l Overseas l Care l Events 
All Not for Or^ajiisatims 
m 8651 7420 

innr.HaQ0MumHG£iijdi 



Retired, pensioned educator with limited 
means, urgently needs help setting up & 
using e-mail, as well as connecting to 
Pay Pal, E-Bay, & Amazon with Word 
2003 Professional system, three-in-one 
printer plus a laptop. I can promise you at 
least 12 hours of work for £120 or more, 
to stay 3 hrs each time. Pay is immediate. 
Nice little secure “nest-egg” for a student. 
Central Oxford, parking available. 

Excellent references are required prior to 
hiring. 01865-722-087. 



Are you, orhayp you got people in 
your church in their Twenties, 
ThirtteSfibfJorties? 

* Won I d they 1 i ke to meet other I deal 
Ch r i st ians of si m 1 ] a r a ges? 

Trarutes Thirties Forties * 

EttbiiihHiigas • Would you like to get together on a 
regular social basis? 




Would you like local, wej I -organised 
events that you. could take Jour non 
Christian friends to? 



Would you like to hi 
larger events that afl 
AGES? 



i stage local 
open to ALL 



• Do you have. a desire to see local, 
churches work together? 

Connecting like-minded people a 
and restoring 20s 30s 40s age^l 
group to the church 

Tel: 01784 462219 
Web: www.ttfonline.org.uk 
Email: info@ttfonline.org.uk 




CRE 
Stand 
no. 598 



If you have answered yes to any of the above, 
find out more at www.ttfonline.org.uk 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Dealing with redundancy and workplace change 




By Susan Van Beveren 

R edundancy is a momentous, 

life-changing experience. Having 
.personally experienced it twice 
and supported my husband through it 
once, I know it can be stressful, and at the 
same time positively formative. I have 
worked closely with many people 
experiencing redundancy - either as 
individuals being asked to leave or as 
managers having to deliver the bad news. 

The WELL Centre is a charity that 
engages with people in the workplace. 
Our work is part sponsored by the 
Oxford Diocese and supported with 
grants and fee based contracts. We 
provide facilitation to church bodies 
exploring how to develop connections 
between faith and work. This year we are 
particularly focusing on redundancy. 

There are spiritual implications in 
redundancy. We recognise that those 
who have a faith often find it offers 
them meaning and purpose beyond 
their immediate circumstances. For 
those who do not, redundancy and 
workplace change cause them to draw 
on their networks and resources to 
renew personal value and purpose. 

1 Redundancy can feel like 
an emotional roller 
coaster...' 



From a business perspective in an eco- 
nomic downturn there is a tendency to 
short-term thinking focused on cuts at 
any cost. The manner in which the 
necessity for workplace change, reorgan- 
isation and staffing reduction is handled 
has implications for the culture of the 
organisation. Providing structured plan- 
ning and coaching support to business 
leaders to ensure the human issues are 
addressed before, during and after a 
major change or redundancy process 
can make all the difference. 

For the individual, redundancy can 
feel like an emotional roller-coaster of 
shock, anger, disbelief, fear and grief. It 
is a time when decision making can be 



impaired, and, 
unless there is 
effective sup- 
port, this may 
have long-term 
effects. There 
are the issues of 
ensuring that 
the individual 
has all the assis- 
tance to seek out 
resources on 
offer from agen- 
cies such as The 
Job Centre, out- 
placement serv- 
ices or financial 
planning. 

However there 
needs to be time 
spent working 
with the emotional and psychological 
shifts, and developing understanding 
about using old skills in new ways. 

I lead programmes designed to assist 
people back into work after redundancy 
and unemployment. We have developed 
an approach that supports the individual 
on their journey, engaging with poten- 
tial employers to broker work-place- 
ments and coaching each person around 
their skills, values and work aspirations. 
Much of this work has been in partner- 
ship with agencies and churches to 
ensure support for the person in their 
quest for employment. The process 
lends itself well to being centred around 
a faith community, and we trialled this 
in Bracknell, Berkshire, with a view to 
working with other church groups. 

The WELL Centre’s “Flair on the 
Floor” programme is a series of nine 
weekly meetings and follow-up activities 
supported by the European Social Fund. 
Candidates begin with a workshop 
exploring the transition from employ- 
ment and reaching out into the job 
market again. Delegates work with 
their own story and identify a wider 
range of job preferences. The meeting 
enables them to share their experiences, 
triumphs and tribulations, and to assist 
each other to extend and use their 
widening networks. 



This involves actively looking for work 
placements and access to Executive job 
clubs in conjunction with our partner 
organisation, Grow Our Own. 

A married couple made redundant by 
a major cleaning contractor faced 
serious financial difficulties. 

Social Services partnered with 
Christians Against Poverty, based at the 
Kerith in the Community Church to re- 
organise their finances and housing ben- 
efit. The Kerith offered them volunteer 
part-time cleaning work while the Job 
Centre referred them to Grow Our Own, 
who asked us to provide the Flair on the 
Floor programme at the Kerith. 

This led to the husband being offered 
a full-time mobile cleaning job. His wife 
was able to get some paid and some 
volunteer cleaning. Both received ongo- 
ing literacy, numeracy and CAP financial 
management support. The joined-up, 
person-centred supportive approach has 
restored hope and enabled them to 
regain independence. If you want to 
know more, Susan van Beveren can be 
contacted on: 

svan.beveren@well-centre.org 
or 0791 941 6990 

The Revd Susan Van Beveren is a 
Director at the Well Centre and a Diocesan 
Adviser for Ministry in Work and Economic 
Life. 



Managing money 



It is well known that personal debt has 
become a huge issue in our country. 

Two things have happened - firstly, 
with the advent of plastic and direct 
debits, managing money has become 
much more complicated and secondly, 
we have all been encouraged to bor- 
row, borrow, borrow. Many well educat- 
ed people struggle to keep track of 
their finances. 

For Christians there is the additional 
desire to manage our cash well to be 
good stewards. For the past 15 years 
Christians Against Poverty has been 
responding to the problem of personal 
debt with practical help and Christian 
love by partnering with churches. The 
result has been many heart warming 
stories of desperate people helped back 
to hope. 

On the premise that prevention is 
better than cure, and in the knowledge 
that few of us have been offered teach- 
ing on managing money, CAP has 
recently launched a new course which 



teaches a simple method of budgeting 
in three two-hour sessions. 

The CAP Money course is suitable for 
anyone over 18 of any or no faith and 
is offered free through trained money 
coaches in partner churches. The 
course fits with the philosophy outlined 
in an article by Jo Thornhill entitled 
Manage your money like it was 1981 in 
www.thisismoney.co.nk . 

St Clement’s Church in Oxford has 
several trained Money Coaches and ran 
the course twice in 2010. Feedback was 
very positive and delegates particularly 
appreciated the opportunity to discuss 
with others ways of managing particular 
issues. One delegate wrote - “I found 
the CAP Money Course extremely help- 
ful, and would recommend it to any- 
one. Our course leaders welcomed any 
kind of comment and question with 
good humour and clarity, creating an 
enjoyable and honest atmosphere in 
which everyone in the room felt com- 
fortable. 



“The course does not require you to 
divulge anything about your finances 
or even speak if you don’t want to. I 
was glad to have the opportunity to 
“spring clean” my finances, and to use 
some of the CAP money suggestions 
and resources to enable me to be more 
in control of my money.” 

St Clement’s is intending to run the 
course regularly and welcomes anyone 
whether for their own personal interest 
or to assess its suitability for individuals 
or groups known to them. We would 
also welcome anyone spreading the 
word. Our biggest challenge is 
convincing people that it is neither 
difficult nor threatening. Provisional 
dates for the next Oxford course are 
Mondays 6, 13 8c 20 June - to register 
of for further details go to 
www.capmoney.org . We also have 
provisional dates for a course in 
Wheatley - Tuesdays 28 June, 5 & 12 

J ul y- 

Jill Ewbank is a CAP Money Coach at St 
Clement’s, Oxford. 










IheDoor APRIL 2011 



7 




God’s Big Story 




Let children explore the Bible 
in an hour in your church with 
God’s Big Story - an 
interactive resource 
developed by the Diocese’s 
Missions’ Team. 

L ong, long ago before the 

world was made God just was. 
God just is. God will always 
be. God smiled. God’s spirit 
moved and began to make. 
God brought shape to the nothing. God 
authored light in the dark. God 
drummed out rhythm, seasons, patterns 
and balance. God formed the earth and 
engineered the land, the water and the 
sky. God positioned the earth, the sun, 
the moon and hung the stars and 
planets in their right places. God planted 
seeds so grass and plants and trees and 
flowers began to grow. God made every 
creature who flies, who swims and who 
walks. God made it, so that it could all 
keep on re-making itself. God looked at 
it all. “Yes” he said - “It is good.” 



But God wasn’t done yet. He had 
made many things, but none quite like 
himself. 

God wanted to have friends to love 
and who would love him but none of the 
things he had made were quite what he 
wanted. “So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he 
them.” (Genesis 1:27 KJV). God made 
them with his qualities and abilities of 
loving, laughing, creating, thinking and 
working. He breathed life into them. 

He made them a special place to live 
and he walked daily there and talked 
with them -just like friends do. He lis- 
tened to them talk and heard their con- 
cerns. He joined with them in their 
laughter and tears. He loved them. He 
loved being with them. And they loved 
him too. 

So you see, right from the very begin- 
ning being friends is an important part 
of being a human. God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit were all 
together even then. Like our rope, the 
story strands of God, man and woman 
are woven together, into one strong 
bond. 



hard, you can’t undo or unsay it. 

Adam and Eve hid from God 
but they eventually had to con- 
fess the truth and live with the 
choice they had made. 

Now sin was in the world. This 
means that humankind’s friend- 
ship with God had become bro- 
ken and damaged, frayed and 
fragile and so people found it 
harder to be kind and loving 
towards each other. For exam- 
ple, Adam and Eve had sons but 
their lives were torn apart by 
jealousy and murder when Cain 
was so angry that God seemed to 
prefer his brother Abel, that he 
killed him. 

More and more people were 
born and they spread all over 
the world but that didn’t help 
things get better. “And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” Genesis 6:5 KJV. 

This made God terrifically sad and 
even to the point where he regretted 
making it in the first place. God decided 
that the best thing would be to start 
again. He would send a big flood to 
wash clean the world. I’m sure you know 
this part of the story too - Noah was the 
only one who lived right so God told 
him to build a boat and rescue the 
animals and his own family. 

After the big flood, Noah’s sons had 
children of their own and soon enough 
the whole world was filled with people 
again. One of the things about people 
is that they can make their own choices, 
and that means some choose not to 
follow God’s ways - they keep on doing 
their own thing. The Bible has lots of 
stories about what happens when people 
do this; stories of being proud, selfish, 
hating, killing and hurting. 

So you see. Once sin became part of 
the world it has been hard for people to 



stay friends with God because they can 
choose who they want to be friends with 
(or not!). The Bible tells how people 
fell into a kind of cycle where they were 
friends with God for a while, but then 
they made wrong choices or forgot God. 
Then something would happen that 
made the people sad and they would say 
sorry to God and ask for his help, until 
God sent a special friend to help them 
out. Then they would be friends with 
God again for a while, but then they 
made wrong choices or forgot God... 
and so the cycle went on. 



Each story is preceded by an 
introduction and followed by a Bible 
reading and/or reflection for children. 
Pictures by Judith Sumner. Stories by 
Yvonne Morris, Edward Carter, Michael 
Beasley and Keith Beech Gruneberg. 



ION LINE 



Download God’s Big Story from 

1 May www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
children 




A dam and Eve were 
the first humans 
who lived in God’s 
garden. It was a 
beautiful place to 
live and they walked and 
talked with God every day. God 
said they could eat any of the 
fruit in the garden except 
from two particular trees. 

One day Eve and Adam were 
tricked by the snake into eat- 
ing the fruit that God had told 
them not to eat. Now the prob- 
lem with eating something is 
that you can’t ‘uneat’ it! Same 
as when you do something 
wrong, even if you wish really 



Win family tickets to see a production of Biblical proportions 



THE Door has two family tickets, for two adults and two children to 
see Creation Theatre Company’s Tales from King James in May. 

In true Creation style this colourful and quirky condensed version of the famous 
book will provide a theatrical race through the ‘best bits of the Bible’ that is 
accessible for both a sophisticated Bible-literate audience and for children and 
those who know little of the Bible and its timeless stories. 

Tales from King James will be highly visual and energetic, thought provoking 
and often very funny - it will tell these well known stories in a completely new 
way using both modern and Jacobean language. 

Helen Tennison will direct a company of two actors - Tom Peters and Raewynn 
Lippert (pictured right). Public booking for the show opens next month. 

The impact of the King James Bible, which was first published on 2 May 1 61 1 
is still being felt in the way we speak and write, says Stephen Tomkins in the 
current issue of BBC History magazine. The Sun says Aston Villa “refused to 
give up the ghost’. Wendy Richard calls her Eastenders character Pauline Fowler 
‘the salt of the earth.’ Daily Mirror fashion pages call Tilda Swinton “a law unto 
herself.’ Though each of those phrases was begotten of the loins of the English 
Bible, it’s safe to say that none of those speakers was deliberately quoting the 
Bible to people they expected to be familiar with its contents. The linguist David 
Crystal has counted 257 phrases from the King James Bible still in 
contemporary English idiom. 

The show runs from 1 3 May to 1 1 June. To book tickets call the box office on 
01 865 766266 or see www.creationtheatre.co.uk . 

For the chance to win a family ticket, simply send your name and address to 
Tales from the King James Draw, the Door , Diocesan Church House, Oxford, 
0X2 ONB. The closing date for entries is Friday 8 April. 




Pic: Creation Theatre Company 
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Feature 



Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

“England’s Oldest Almshouse’’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south ofWinchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which they 
furnish themselves. 

Further information and an application form are 
obtainable from: 

Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees 
St Cross Hospital 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 



tJDi 
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No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 

worship music solution. 

TfiqtrsqncJs of hymns and wg/sfiJp songs, air in 
ene box. ready to pfay. Wo mujtoar or tecfmtoaf 
knowledge required 



Straight nut of the hmr the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 frodlltonol hymn& find 
modern worship songs, 
covering ever 6000 hymn 
book enfrtes- 

Upgrade of any time r choosing from on ever 
growing lisf of repertoire additions. 

Wonf something else? Tlte Hymnal Plus also plays 
y oar ewrt mp3 and midi files. 

Order your FREE infwmation pock today, 
fnee Phone- 0900 CW 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.aom 

r lymn Technology Ltd H/mnai 
Wni'Jlip.VlUHr SdulilDllli PIllS 





Customer friendly 
design & print 

For all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision 
publishes this 
Diocesan newspaper. 

We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design 
and print services 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 




For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01 752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Big thinking f< 



Alison Webster describes what Big Society is all about and 
how Christians can, and are already responding. 



he big society is like 
the Holy Trinity: if 
you’re asking ques- 
tions about what it 
means, you don’t 
understand it.’ (Stephen Bubb, The 
Association of Chief Executives of 
Voluntary Organisations) . Well, hands 
up if you can say, hand on heart, that 
you fully understand the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity? No, me neither. 

So what does ‘Big Society’ actually 
mean? It’s a political concept, but it’s 
also a legislative programme. In other 
words, it’s not just rhetoric but has clear 
practical consequences. Its stated aims 
are about moving power away from cen- 
tral government and giving it to local 
communities and individuals. 

It has three core themes: empowering 
communities; reforming and opening 
up public services, and promoting social 
action, through volunteering and giving 
money. Almost daily there are news sto- 
ries in the media indicating that the 
‘Big Society’ is a fast-evolving idea (or, 
alternatively, that the wheels are already 
falling off the Big Society wagon!). The 
associated legislative and policy pro- 
gramme so far includes the Localism 
Bill, The Big Society Bank, Public Sector 
Reform, the plan to train 5,000 commu- 
nity organisers to carry out community 
development work across the UK, and - 
small-fry in the bigger picture, perhaps, 
but important for us - a £5m govern- 
ment grant to the Church of England 
for its ‘Near Neighbours’ project. 

How has Big Society been received so 
far? Having just edited a book on the 
concept, Marina Stott summarises: ‘The 
notion of the Big Society has so far been 
met with scepticism, optimism, indiffer- 
ence and some confusion from politi- 
cians, practitioners, academics and the 
general public. For the optimists, the 
Big Society may at last provide the 
opportunity for local communities to 
finally exercise some real influence over 
what happens in their locality. 

‘At the very least, there is an opportu- 
nity for some recognition for those 
already engaged in “Big Society” activi- 
ties long before they were defined as 
such. The sceptics however, see the Big 
Society as a smokescreen for swingeing 
cuts across the public sector, leaving lit- 
tle option for anything other than “DIY” 
service provision by local communities.’ 

There is nothing new about the Big 
Society. As Church, we are not new to it. 
Until the Reformation, it was the 
Church that provided alms for the poor, 
support for the infirm, cures for the sick 
and education for the young. Since the 
Reformation, the biggest change has 
been the establishment of the welfare 
state. Welfare became a citizen’s right 



rather than an expression of charity, 
and Christian leaders were vocal in the 
design of this system, and have largely 
defended it as just ever since. 

Insofar as the concept of Big Society 
invites us to reverse individualism, com- 
petition and mutual suspicion, we 
should welcome it. But there are also 
grave dangers that we have to negotiate. 

I suggest that as church we need to: 

Stand for justice. The New Economics 
Foundation points out that the language 
of Big Society pays no attention to the 
forces within modern society that lead 
to accumulations of wealth and power 
in the hands of a few at the expense of 
others. In an unequal society we need to 
make sure that those who currently have 
the least, and are most vulnerable, do 
not find themselves marginalised even 
further as those with more grab the 
opportunities that Big Society affords 
them. 

Foster Interdependence. In his 

response to Big Society, Rowan Williams 
says, ‘...the great new thing, in the New 
Testament, is the notion that the kind of 
human society that God is interested 
in... (and) wants to see flourishing and 
spreading across the globe, is one in 
which people have a keen, active sense 
of their dependence upon each 
other... the all consuming sense that 
everyone has something to give into the 
common life... that if someone is pre- 
vented from giving, then everyone is 
poor, everyone is frustrated.’ He goes on 
to say that the Church exists to model 
that notion of human togetherness in 
which every voice and every gift is cru- 
cial. 

Nourish Virtue. Williams sees another 
clear role for the Church: to nourish 

L . everyone has something 
to give into the common 
life: 



‘certain kinds of people’. He speaks of 
virtue and human quality - in particular 
courage, moderation, intelligent plan- 
ning and fairness. These things, he says, 
are learned by growing up in depend- 
able communities. In families, local 
communities and associations where 
people know they’re taken seriously. As 
Church we believe in and we try to 
model such ‘dependable communities’. 

Value Struggle. The language of Big 
Society is, at times, reminiscent of old- 
fashioned philanthropy, where there is a 
divide between the helper and the 
helped (and between the deserving and 
the undeserving) . But as Christians we 
are called not just to ‘help those less for- 




tunate than we are’ but to engage in 
struggle with people, and through that 
struggle to learn about God from the 
perspective of marginalisation; and to 
be profoundly changed. There is no 
doer and done to, just interdependent 
human beings, each a mix of strength 
and weaknesses; a community that aims 
to build one another up, transform soci- 
ety and taste God in the process. 

Five ways to Engage with Big Society 

1) Celebrate the fact that we are 
already ‘doing’ Big Society, as church 
scattered as well as church gathered. 
How often do we celebrate this, and 
affirm one another in it? Let’s recommit 
to doing this work prayerfully and inten- 
tionally, challenging one another to 
greater integrity and greater depend- 
ability. 

2) Connect. Look again at how we can 
‘make a difference in the world’. How 
are we a blessing to the community in 
which we are set as individuals, parishes 
and deaneries? 

3) Consolidate. What existing social 
action initiatives need increased support 
at this time? For instance, PACT 
(Parents and Children Together) is the 
one-hundred-year-old social action arm 
of the diocese - working with the most 
vulnerable in our communities, especial- 
ly children and families. How can we 
support it? 

4) Challenge unjust structures. When 
we see the results of economic cuts hit- 
ting those in our society who are most 
vulnerable the hardest, it is our role and 
mission to speak out. Tell the diocesan 
Health and Social Care group if you 
have experiences of cuts to share, or the 
Mission to Work and Economic Life 
Adviser if you are working with those 
affected by redundancy (contact Alison 
Webster at the email address below) . 

5) Campaign for change and stand 
with the most vulnerable. For instance, 
the key focus for Church Action on 
Poverty from 2011 to 2013 will be its 
‘Close the Gap’ campaign to ‘Give, Act 
and Pray’ to overcome the inequality 
between rich and poor. See www.church- 
poverty.org.uk. 

Alison Webster, Social Responsibility 
Adviser: 

alison.webster@oxford.anglican.org. 






r APRIL 2011 



9 



3r Big Society 



It’s God’s idea, not Cameron’s 




t was no surprise that, when the 
Prime Minister announced his vision 
for the Big Society that the churches 
began to say that this had been their 
vision for years, writes T he Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher. After all, if you look at the histo- 
ry of hospitals, schools and universities 
in this country you cannot get away from 
the fact that so many have Christian 
foundations. 

More recently we have seen that same 
spirit emerging in such things as the 
Hospice Movement or, in the past few 
years, Street Pastors. What characterises 
these (at their best) is that those con- 
tributing time and money to these enter- 
prises do so without anticipating that 
they will directly benefit from what they 
are doing. This is altruistic ‘good neigh- 
bourliness’ and its origins, within the 
Christian Faith, lies in Christ’s call to 
love our neighbour as ourself. 

c We are to care for those 
around us simply because 
they are our fellow human 
beings. ’ 



When he told the parable of the Good 
Samaritan Jesus described an act of 
kindness where the Samaritan cared for 
someone at considerable personal cost 
simply because he was a person in need. 
And that, he said to the Rich Young 
Ruler, is the pattern for us to follow. We 
are to care for those around us simply 
because they are our fellow human 
beings and not because of what we may 



gain from them. 

Of course, most of the time 
things are a bit more complicat- 
ed than that, and we often act 
from mixed motives, but the 
principle of what we should be 
aiming at is important to test 
our actions by. Christ’s Big 
Society is one in which we love 
our neighbour for themselves. 

So, for instance, with the cuts 
going on in the country’s youth 
services, there is going to be a 
lively debate in a number of 
churches about whether the 
youth worker they pay for 
should be working primarily or 
exclusively among young peo- 
ple who are already within the 
Church or be focusing more on 
the needs of all the teenagers 
in their community. 

The Good Samaritan may 
well have something to say to us 
here But there is another ques- 
tion to be asking as well. When 
Jesus talked about ‘loving our 
neighbour’ it came as the sec- 
ond commandment. The first 
was about loving God with all 
our heart, mind, soul and 
strength and neighbour-love 
flows from that. 

No politician can name the 
first as a prerequisite for the 
second - and there are plenty of people 
who do magnificent work in their com- 
munity without reference to God - but 
there is still the question of whether you 
can ultimately detach the one from the 
other. 

Loving God and loving your neigh- 



bour go together in God’s economy and 
the Big Society is not the Prime 
Minister’s idea, nor the Churches’ idea - 
rather it is, in the final analysis, God’s 
alone. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is Bishop of 

Dorchester 



Making a PACT for vulnerable children 

‘Across the UK debates are ongoing as to quite what Big Society means, writes Barry 
Wildsmith. Communities are taking a revitalised interest in their community’s servic- 
es. Services we have all come to expect and maybe have not appreciated as fully as 
we do now they are under threat. 

Local Authorities, Town and parish councils and individuals are engaging in lively 
debate, some to lobby against cuts and others keen to see a resurgence in localism. 

The UK has a great history of community action and philanthropy and the role of 
faith communities in this has been vital throughout history. PACT (Parents and 
Children Together) , now celebrating its centenary year, was established by The 
Oxford Diocese in 1911 to respond to the welfare and support needs of our com- 
munities. PACT’S existence is a testament to living faith in action by its founders. 

One hundred years later its legacy continues to serve thousands of vulnerable chil- 
dren, young people and families across the Thames Valley and beyond. 

PACT’S communities’ team is now working with several towns and parishes where 
people have decided that they are ready to lead the way in re-energising their local 
communities to identify and respond to the opportunities and challenges presented 
as the move towards Big Society gains momentum. 

Exciting plans are underway to start a range of local programmes working with 
communities to create innovative solutions to their needs and to raise the necessary 
funds to make these a reality. 

If you are looking for an organisation with infrastructure and experience to lead 
on something in your community, or maybe even start something new, then please 
do get in touch. 

We have limited capacity - but where we can we will. If you, your congregation or 
parish are in a position to make a donation to help us increase our capacity or to 
support this work in some other way please visit our website www.pactcharity.org or 
call Barry Wildsmith on 0800 731 1845. 
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Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01934618111 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



E Mel M inistries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 



SAVE £69 

Black XL5 Upright 



FREE POSTAGE & PACKAGING 



■ Incredibly lightweight 
(4'kg/8.9fbs) easy to 
lift & manoeuvre 

* Unique handle 
design reduces 
stress & strain on 
wrists and arms 

n Powerful cleaning 
on all floor 
surfaces 

► Excellent at pet 
hair removal 

* Ideal for allergy 
and asthma 
Sufferers 

* 4 Interest-Free 
instalments* 
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CALL FREE on 0800 869 669 

or visit www.oreck.co.uk/DN113EE 

or return the coupon to FREEPOST QRECK, EXETER 
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Plenty of things to do this Springtime 




COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens 

VISIT US THIS 
EASTER BREAK 

• Walk with Lemurs , 

Visit Meerkats and Penguins 
in t he Walled Garden 
• See A Trio of Young White Rhino 
* Picnic Areas and Cafeteria 
* The Ideal Venue for Family and Sunday 
School Outings 



OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 10AM EXCEPT zsTH DEC 



Burford, Oxon OXlS 4 JP 
Tel: (01993) 8X3000 

Midway between Oxford & Cheltenham 

www.cotswoIdwildIifepark.co.uk 



Spring is here and already the weather is 
improving and coaxing us out of our homes and 
into activity. The Oxford diocese is set in some 
beautiful countryside so there are plenty of 
places to drive to. 

If you’re looking for a pleasant day out then the 
Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens could well 
provide the perfect Easter weekend trip. You can 
catch up with what’s happening on the website: 
www. cotswoldwildlifepark. co .uk . The park 
makes an ideal outing with a difference for 
Sunday schools and Women’s Guilds. 

Not so far off now is the annual Christian 
Resources Exhibition held every year at 
Sandown Park in Esher. There have been various 
opportunities to visit the regional exhibitions, 
but the Esher one, now seen as international 
rather than national is the real biggie and well 
worth a visit. 

It’s worth registering early to save on the ticket 
price and making plans to get a group together. 

Tales from King James is the subject for the 
next production from Oxford’s Creation Theatre 
Company. They’ll be using their own particular 

style to celebrate the 400^ birthday of the King 
James Bible. In what has become a tradition 
now they’ll not be using a theatre for their 
performance. The New Road Baptist Church 
provides the venue for the performances from 
May 13 to June 11. There was very little 
information available as The Door went to press, 
but they promise a show that will be, ‘colourful 
condensed and quirky’. Tickets start at a very 
reasonable £7.50 with special rates for schools 
and groups of 10 or more. Booking opened in 
March and the ticket office is 01865 766266. 




Iniernationa! 

Chrktlan Exhibition 2011 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in April 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 1 April. 




Luke Waldock and Jonathan Race in the 20l0 production of " The Narrow 
Road l This year's performance is on 19 April - see below for details. 



TUESDAY 19 APRIL 



SATURDAY 2 APRIL 



OXFORD: St Giles’ Church are 
holding an exhibition ‘Between 
Darkness and Light’ during Lent with 
works on paper by Mark Cazalet and 
sculptures in wood by Philippine 
Sowerby. Weekdays 1 2 - 2pm; 
weekends 2pm - 5pm. On until 
Good Friday. Details 01865 
372498. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints Parish 
Church at 7.30pm (doors open at 
6.45pm). Concert by The Chiltern 
Camerata. Details 01 494 8831 1 2 or 
www.chiltern-camerata.org.uk. 

OXFORD: Churches Together in 
Central Oxford (CTCO) are holding 
a quiet day from 1 0.30am to 4.30pm 
at Christ Church Cathedral. Talk by 
Ian Boxhall, Senior Tutor at St 
Stephen’s House. Details 01 865 
276214. 

RADLEY: Concert by the Tabard 
Singers in St James the Great 
Church at 7pm. Free admission. 
Details 01 235 523732. 

TUESDAY 5 APRIL 



OXFORD: Queen’s College Chapel 
at 6.15pm. Lent concert. Details 
01865 246809. 

READING: Learning Disability Easter 
Celebration will take place at 
Greyfriars Church from 7.30pm to 
9pm. All are welcome, especially 
those with learning disability, their 
carers, and leaders from churches 
where there is no provision for 
learning disability. Details 
denparker51 @aol.com 

SATURDAY 9 APRIL 



READING: Wesley Memorial 
Church, Queens Road at 7.30pm. 
Reading Bach choir presents an 
evening of musicin the German 
romantic tradition. Tickets £1 2. 
Details 01 18 947 01 04. 

MONDAY 11 APRIL 



ABINGDON: Lent lecture at All 
Saints Methodist Church at 8pm. 



LENT COURSES at The Well at 
Willen, Milton Keynes: 

‘Painting Lent’ on 9 April - 

Creativity in Theological 
Reflection. 1 0am - 4pm. Cost 
£15 (includes simple lunch). 
‘Alongside Christ’ - A journey 
through Maundy Thursday on 21 
April. 2pm - 5pm followed at 6pm 
by Agape meal commemorating 
the Last Supper. Cost £1 0. 

For further details and to book a 
place on these courses phone 
01908 242190 or email 
bookings@thewellatwillen.org.uk 



‘Jesus - the Saviour’ by Naomi 
Starkey. 

TUESDAY 12 APRIL 



OXFORD: Queen’s College Chapel 
Lent Concert at 6.1 5pm. Free 
admission. Details 01865 246809. 

THURSDAY 14 APRIL 



NEWBURY: St Nicolas Church at 
1 .10pm - organ recital by Gillian 
Blytham. Free admission. Details 
01635 32837. 

FRIDAY 15 APRIL 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 16 APRIL 



HEADINGTON: Easter mini fair and 
coffee morning at St Mary’s Church, 
Bayswater Road from 1 0am - 1 2pm. 

SUNDAY 17 APRIL 



DUCKLINGTON: St Bartholomew’s 
Church Fritillary Sunday. Begins at 
1 1 .30am. Details 01 993 776625. 



MEND THE GAP: A day for 

everyone - whether you are 
currently working with young 
people or not. It is a day to 
inspire and practically help you to 
start, develop or sustain work with 
children and young people. The 
day is on Saturday 1 8 June from 
1 0am - 3.30pm at the Kings 
Centre, Oxford. Cost £5 
(including lunch). Book your place 
now by phoning 01865 208257 
or email carolyn. main@oxford. 
anglican.org 



MILTON KEYNES: ‘The Narrow 
Road ’ by Paul Birch will be 
performed by Riding Lights Theatre 
Company at 7.30pm at Stantonbury 
Campus Theatre. Tickets from 
01908 324422. 

OXFORD: Queen’s College Chapel 
Lent Concert at 6.1 5pm. Free 
admission. Details 01865 246809. 

WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 



TILE HURST: St Mary Magdalen. 
Reading concert singers and friends 
at 7.30pm. Details 01 1 8 9425290. 

GOOD FRIDAY 22 APRIL 



WHITLEY: St Agnes. Reading 
concert singers and friends at 
7.30pm. Details 01 1 8 9425290. 

THURSDAY 28 APRIL 



OXFORD: The Council for 
Christians and Jews are holding a 
memorial for the Holocaust - Yom 
HaShoah at the Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road at 7.45pm. 
Details email: ceo@ccj. org.uk 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Contact the Cathedral Office on 
01865276155 or go to 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral for 
details of the Easter services. 



Courses & special events 





"Personal 
computer tuition 
for all ages" 

One-to-one computer 
training In the comfort of 
your own home, at a time 
and pace that suits you. 



(L 01189 448 402 

laptop learning www.iapt«ipiBBmma-ccMik 




Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Pad exchange welcome 
Finance available 
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Andrew Wh ite is the vicar of St George's Church 
in Baghdad. He has extensive experience of 
conflict mediation in Iraq and the wider Middle 
East He is President and CEO of the Foun- 
dation for Reconciliation in the Middle East, 
launched in 2005, and has written extensively 
about conflict resolution and has been involved 
in many hostage negotiations. He is author 
of bestselling book The Vicar of Baghdad'. 

Nowhere in the world has the profile of the 
Middle East: It is constantly in the news 
and constantly the scene of war - indeed, 
the fountain pen with which Andrew White 
autographs his book is the one that Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki borrowed 
and used to sign Saddams death warrant 

2010 was a brutal year for Iraqs Chris- 
tians; 2011 looks as though it will be no 



different - until late January Christians 
were being killed every day Canon Andrew 
White loves the region and its people and, 
in the midst of the conflict, works toward 
political, diplomatic and religious solutions. 

The independent writes, [The vicar of 
Baghdad] has himself been taken hos- 
tage, held in a room where freshly 
severed fingers and toes littered the floor, 
and has negotiated for the release of 
countless Iraqis. The violence he has seen 
is harrowing. Does he ever lose his faith?’ 

In his new book, Andrew White reflects on 
the suffering - he receives death threats, his 
church is bombed, people he loves are kilted 
and he goes for weeks on end without seeing 
his family In addition, he has to live with the 
physical pain of his illness, which is terminal. 



Faith Under 
Fire 

RRP £8.99 

St Andrews 
Bookshop 
price £6.99 



7f anyone has truly had their faith 
pounded in the fiery crucible of 
conflict, it is Canon Andrew White' 
General Sir Richard Dannatt, Chief 
of the General Staff 2006-2009 



FAITH 

U N l> 1. 1? 
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Discount 
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Bring this voucher Into your local 
Si Andrew's Bookshop to receive 
£5 off any purchase over £20. 
Sale items not included. 

"TeaTrtfi & rjnrtdrtiilrts apply Neil ta be |p£| in 
co^umrlion with sny etfver offer. Valid uniit 
yuffKTCGii 
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St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives. . 



Mail Order 01494 567250 
www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



For our other branches visit 
www. sta n d re w s booksh op.co.uk 

. 



We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you end your church. 



Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 6AL 
01494 562168 



High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 



Oxford 

57c St Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01865 247567 



Witney 
31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 



Woiverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



Gelling your Kids 
through Church 
without them 
Ending up Hating 
God 

Rob Parsons 
£7.99 



God and Stephen 
Hawking 
John Lennox 
RRP £4.99 
Si Andrews Price 
£3.99 



Leaving 

Karen Kingsbury 
RRP £9.99 
SI Andrews Price 
£8.99 



3 for 2 on kids Easter Books!* 



^selected litles cmly ses in sSore 



ROB 

PARSONS 



C^itiiSE 

Your Kids 

through Church 



without rhem 
Ending up 
Hating God 



Buying in bulk? Call us... we won’t be beaten on price! 





theDoor APRIL 2011 



13 




A festival 

Is your prayer life in a rut? The Door explores some possible 
new approaches you could take. 

Franciscan prayer 

F rancis and Clare, the 13th century 
founders of the Franciscan way, were 
both passionate about prayer, but they 
left no handbook. We have to look at the 
stories told about them, and for clues in 
what they wrote for insights into how they 
prayed. 

Soon after Clare died, in 1253, church 
officials came to question her sisters. 

There was a move to declare Clare a saint 
and they wanted to know how she had 
lived. The sisters spoke of her commit- 
ment to prayer, both the corporate prayer 
of the community, and her private prayer. 

Prayer changed her - one sister told how 
‘when she returned from prayer , her face 
appeared clearer and more beautiful than 
the sun.’ In letters Clare wrote to one of her sisters in Prague, she speaks of gazing 
on God in prayer which includes mind, soul and heart, and which transforms the 
one praying, restoring her to the image of God in which she was created. 

Francis, who lived a more active life, often on the road, preaching and teaching, 
gave much time to solitary prayer. He left some written prayers, and in them praise 
and adoration are central. He addresses God as Most High, holy, good: 

You are holy, Lord, the only God, 
and your deeds are wonderful. ... 

You are Good, all Good, supreme Good, 

Lord God, living and true. ’ 

This is the context out of which perhaps his most famous prayer, The Canticle of the 
Sun ( All Creatures of our God and King) emerges. In the original ‘be praised’ recurs 
many times, as Francis calls on all of creation to join him in praising God. This is at 
the heart of the Franciscan reputation for loving animals - praise of the one who 
made them, and who also made us. 

Prayer for Franciscans is more an attitude than a system. It stems from gratitude, 
gives time to simply gazing on God, is centred on praise, and on devotion to Christ. 
It can encompass both sorrow and joy - sorrow for sin, and for the passion of Christ 
to which sin led; and joy that in Christ God the Father gives us such a brother, one 
who comes to share our life, and dies to save us. The website of the Anglican 
Franciscans in the UK has more on Francis, Clare, and Franciscan life - 
www.franciscans.org.uk . 

Sister Helen Julian CSF (The picture is a statue of St Francis deep in prayer, by Jay Waite.) 




Windows for the soul 

I was taught as a child that when ’saying my prayers’ I should put my hands 
together and close my eyes, no doubt for some good reason, but it took several 
years before I realised that seeing could be an aid to prayer rather than a hin- 
drance. 

Looking at a painting, a sculpture or a photograph can focus the mind and 
quieten the inner restlessness. Spiritual themes have inspired artists down the 
ages and over many centuries the Orthodox Church, in particular, has developed 
the sacred art of painting or ‘writing’ icons. Icons are not images to be 
worshipped for worship belongs to God alone, but rather they are to be venerated. 
Their purpose is to be ‘a window opening on to the divine’ or a gateway to 
heaven. I recently spent a long time gazing at Rublev’s beautiful icon of the 
Trinity and I was awed by the layers of meaning that it contains. My contemplation 
led me to write a book, The Circle of Love - praying with Rublev’s icon. 

God has created a beautiful world for us to live in and Jesus drew the attention 
of his listeners to flowers of the field, birds of the air, a sower in a field, a city set 
on a hill and other illustrations. He made use of the visual to deepen understanding. 
In nature there are so many images that lend themselves to contemplation; a 
tree planted by a stream (Psalm 1), a mountain range, the rising and setting of 
the sun, reflections in a pool, flowing water, the unfurling of spring, abundance 
of summer, the surrender of autumn or the sleep of winter. 

Windows for the soul are everywhere if we have eyes to see, not just with our 
physical sight, but to develop God’s gift of insight, which allows us to see beyond 
to that which brings us revelation. 

Ann Perrson is a spiritual director in the Oxford Diocese. 



of prayer 



Mysticism for today 

T cannot tell you how surprised I 
was the first time I felt my heart 
begin to warm. It was real 
warmth too, not imaginary, and it 
felt as if it were actually on fire. 

‘I was astonished at the way the 
heat surged up, and how this 
new sensation brought great and 
unexpected comfort. I had to 
keep feeling my breast to make 
sure there was no physical reason 
for it! But once I realised that it 
came entirely from within, that 
this fire of love had no cause, 
material or sinful, but was the 
gift of my Maker, I was absolutely 
delighted, and wanted my love to 
be greater. ’ 

These words, written by the 14th century English mystic Richard Rolle, still res- 
onate with people today. They try to put into words an experience or encounter 
with the divine which goes beyond words and thoughts and can often only be 
known by its effects. Mystical prayer and those who have attempted to articulate it 
have increasingly fascinated our world of blogs and twitters. 

The idea that God can be known intimately within the silence of an encounter 
draws those who would say they never went to church into a search for God. The 
workshop on ‘Mysticism for Today’ at the Festival of Prayer is open to everyone 
who finds themselves searching in this way. 

We will not only share our experiences of what Rolle called the ‘fire of love’ but 
also plumb the depths of the vast body of mystical writings in order to seek guid- 
ance on how to discern and nurture this encounter .Whilst this workshop aims to 
deepen our own Christian search for God, it will also explore the extent to which 
the mystical aspects of other religions enable us to have a deeper understanding 
of other people’s faith and devotion. 

It’s not a place where you will find all the answers but it will be an opportunity 
to explore and share your love of God 

The Revd Emma Pennington is Team Vicar in the Wheatley Benefice. 

Prayer with music 

L ike many people I find it hard to stay focused in prayer for any length of time. 
Prayer with percussion, however, offers a channel for all that extra brain 
activity so that distracting thoughts are kept to a minimum 
Yet this activity is not simply something to do with your hands while praying, it 
actually becomes integrated as the form, language and the vehicle of prayer itself. 
You do not have to be especially skilled at rhythm, nor do you need prior 
experience. More important is openness and imagination to let your hands and the 
instrument do the talking. 

During the workshop, participants will have direct involvement with a wide range 
of instruments. We will explore the potential of the whole of each instrument. In 
other words, in the case of a pandeiro for example (Brazilian tambourine), it’s not 
just a case of hitting the skin or shaking the rim, but caressing the surface, tapping 
the edge, and so on. 

We build up our percussive vocabulary and increase the potential for the 
instrument’s voice to be expressed and will then use this voice in prayer. The prayer 
for tenderness in a person’s life, might be expressed in a caressing movement on an 
instrument. As the hand begins to deviate a caress becomes a tap perhaps, and the 
Spirit may be leading the percussionist into a prayer for awakening. Or the prayer 
for steadiness in a person’s life might be expressed in a firm rhythm. Over time this 
rhythm might develop, and the prayer is for a friend to find confidence and 
adventure; the rhythm might quite naturally falter, and our prayer is led to be for a 
friend in stumbling or disappointment. 

Allowing the instruments to speak our prayers takes us beyond the limitations of 
conventional language and we can stay with the person we’re praying for over a 
longer period of time. This helps build a more exploratory and satisfying prayer 
practice. Normally I use percussion with intercession, but it would also be fruitful in 
contemplative or prophetic prayer. 

The Revd Richard Dormandy is vicar of Holy Trinity and St Matthias Church, Tulse Hill, 
London. 




THE Festival of Prayer takes place on 
Saturday 16 July at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, 0X44 9EX, 10am - 
4.30pm and costs £20. Bring four 
friends and get the fifth place free. 



ONLINE 



To book your place go to 

www.brfonline.org.uk/ 
festival-of-prayer/or call Ruth Wilson 
on 01865 208252. 
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Arts 



The way of the cross 

By Joan van Emden 

I n her introduction, Sara Maitland 
writes of a ‘theology of the imagina- 
tion’, and this book of pictures and sto- 
ries is exactly that. The pictures came first: 
the artist Chris Gollon painted a series of 
Stations, reproduced in the book, for the 
Anglican Church of St John on Bethnal 
Green. 

They are both harrowing and deeply 
moving, far from the bland Stations 
often found in churches. The artist used 
his son as the model for Jesus, and per- 
haps this has given an immediacy to the 
images; he comments that painting his 
own son dead was the hardest thing he 
had to do. 

Sara Maitland’s people play their parts 
against the brutal yellow sky of the pic- 
tures. They are not named; we learn 
gradually who they are, from the ‘nail 
hammerer’ who is good at his job to 
Simon of Cyrene, forced to abandon his 
young sons in order to carry the Cross 
and finding relief from his own suffering 
by doing so, to Mary of Magdala, who 
has committed herself to standing in 
silence until her Lord is dead, not realis- 
ing how long it would take. 

The most powerful Stations for me 
were 9 and 10. When Jesus falls for the 
third time, He is helpless: ‘His mind 
loses its way and wanders off; the present 
folds itself up and leaves him only the 
past’ - His mother singing to Him when 
He was a child. And then Satan comes 
mocking, ‘So your yoke is easy and your 



Stations of the Cross 

Stories: Sara Maitland 
Paintings: Chris Gollon 
Continuum: £1 0.99 




burden light’ and He has to face tempta- 
tion all over again. The angels who min- 
ister to Him this time are a young 
Roman soldier and the reluctant Simon. 

In Station 10, Our Lord is stripped of 
His clothes, of all that He has, even His 
human dignity. There is a beautiful pas- 
sage in which all the forms of silence 
that He loves, of listening, of powerful 
protest, of the presence of God, wander 
into His mind. Then comes the moment 
of total desolation: ‘No God. They have 
taken everything away. There is silence. 
The silence of God is a very terrible 
thing.’ 

The Stations end with ‘He is dead’; it is 
still Good Friday. But if we follow these 
pictures and stories, they will deepen our 
prayers and enrich our spiritual life. We 
recognise these people, both those who 
torture and those who love. They are our 
contemporaries. They are us. 

Joan van Emden is a lay member of the 
ministry team at Christ Church, Reading. 



Telling tales 

by Yvonne Morris 

I frequently find myself mindful of the con- 
versation Jesus and his disciples had about 
‘why Jesus told stories to the people’ 

(found in Matthew 13). 

Jesus’ answer to his disciples’ question 
was so that everyone has the opportunity 
to hear and enjoy the story yet some can 
really hear the meaning in the story at a 
deeper level. The beauty of Ruth’s poetry 
based on re-tellings of the parables are 
that by their very nature, the poems 
should be shared aloud, thus enabling 
everyone to hear. 

Through this genre the familiar stories 
are accessed in a refreshing and delight- 
ful way, potentially enabling the listener 
to gain different or greater depth of 
insight into the nature of God’s Kingdom 
and what it might mean for the listener. I 
liked Ruth’s use of language and rhyme 

Win reflections on Revelation 

The Door has three copies of David Winter’s Facing the Dark- 
ness and Finding the Light to give away in this month’s prize 
draw. 

David writes: My book is an extended treatment of a continu- 
ing puzzle for all of us.... where does evil come from?... Why do 
the innocent suffer and, too often, the crudely powerful prevail?’’ 

The book relates the visions of contemporary issues such as nat- 
ural disasters the Haiti earthquake or the ongoing threat of ter- 
rorism, and the distress and worry they bring. 

To be in with a chance of winning a copy, send your name and 
address to Facing the Darkness Competition, The Door , Dioce- 
san Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. The 
closing date for entries is Friday 8 April. 




1 0 Tales Jesus Told 

Ruth Buckley 
Thankful Books: £10.99 



which for me brought a fresh imagining 
of the stories therefore providing differ- 
ent aspects of the stories to reflect on. I 
can see this resource being an engaging 
and helpful addition to any setting where 
stories are shared, hopefully more widely 
than the obvious children and family 
ministries and groups. 

Yvonne Morris is Diocesan Chidlren’s 
Adviser. 10 Tales Jesus Told will be official- 
ly launched at St Michael at the Northgate 
Church, Oxford on Saturday, 9 April 
11.30am to 1pm. 




Advertisement feature 

Have you thought of linking a retreat? 



Most of us will have heard 
about retreats, we may have 
been on a retreat ourselves or 
know someone who has. For 
those who have not the simple 
question is What is a retreat? 
According to the Retreat Association^ retreat is 
a planned time of spiritual refreshment, with 
the opportunity to rest, unwind and pray. It 
offers the chance to reflect in an unhurried way 
on your life, your relationships, and your 
experience of God; to ponder the meaning of 
what has happened to you, and to prepare for 
the future. 

Retreats usually involve a good deal of 
silence, because many people have discovered 
through the centuries that it is in quiet that 
they can best reach into themselves and find 
the deep centre, the inner stillness where they 
are at peace with themselves and with the 
world around them. Each person has her or his 
own image of this inner stillness: for example, 
some may see it as a well from which they can 
draw fresh water, others as the truest part of 
their own being, others again as their experi- 
ence of God within them. 

But retreats need not necessarily be entirely 
silent: they may include daily conversation with 
others in a group, some kind of shared activity, 
or a meeting with a retreat guide. 

Where would I go? 

Most retreats are residential: you go and stay 
somewhere quiet and apart from your usual 
daily life, typically in a retreat house. Retreat 
houses provide a peaceful atmosphere and are 
often based in wonderful old buildings with 
gardens to explore and reflect in. Most offer 
delicious home cooking and very comfortable 
accommodation. They are mainly in the 



countryside, but others are based in towns and 
offer an oasis of calm in the centre of a busy 
environment. Many people make a retreat each 
year: some enjoy the adventure of going 
somewhere different each time, while others 
return time and again to a house that has 
become comfortably familiar to them and a 
spiritual home. 

What would I do? 

There are many different kinds of retreat, 
with more or less structure in the way they are 
organised. A traditional preached retreat is in 
silence, with daily talks from a leader and the 
rest of the time kept for prayer and reflection. 

On an individually-guided retreat you will 
meet daily with someone who will listen to you 
non-judgementally and may suggest passages to 
read, perhaps from the scriptures, or ways to 
reflect that might be helpful. You will be free to 
follow these suggestions or set them aside. 

You might still find it possible to find a place 
on a Lent Retreat if you call your chosen retreat 
house shortly. By their nature you are likely to 
find a limit on places available at retreat centres. 

If you would simply like to spend time by 
yourself, you may make a private retreat. Retreat 
houses will offer this opportunity wherever 
possible, and may be able to provide a retreat 
guide as well. As a beginner and especially if 
you are unused to extended periods of silence, 
it is usually better to try something with 
support and a focus - and some retreat houses 
offer beginners' retreats. 

Apart from specifically prayer and study 
based retreats, some providers offer all sorts of 
themed activity retreats as well. On theme 
retreats you will be part of a group sharing a 
particular kind of activity.This may range from 
creative hobbies such as painting or poetry, to 
acquiring skills such as photography or Power- 
Point, to finding support in coping with 



modern day issues such as a time of change or a 
relationship breakup. 

Would there be others there? 

Many retreats involve a group of people, and 
even if you make a private retreat others may 
be staying at the retreat house at the same time. 

Do I have to be a Christian? 

You do not have to be a Christian, but if you 
are staying in a retreat house with a Christian 
ethos you will need to feel at ease with this and 
with those around you who may be Christian. 
Some events are planned with a particular 
denomination in mind, and reflect that 
denomination's spiritual practices. Most events 
are open to all, however, and many are 
ecumenical in their planning. 

How can I find out more? 

Each year the Retreat Association publishes 
Retreats, now in anA5 handbook format, which 
includes addresses and contact details for 
around 200 retreat houses and in most cases 
their forthcoming programmes.You could find 
out the location of your nearest retreat house, 
and arrange to visit. 

Before committing yourself to several days on 
retreat, you may like to try out a shorter time. 
Many retreat houses offer drop-in days, often 
monthly, which are a good way to get to know a 
particular retreat house and to get some 
experience of what a retreat might be like. 

Quiet days are similar, but in these participants 
begin and end together, and usually there is a 
leader who may give talks or suggest activities 
through the day, and perhaps guide a process of 
reflection afterwards. 

The Retreat Association can provide further 
information or guidance about retreats.You can 
call the Retreats Association on 01494 433004 

Email them on info@retreats.org.uk 

Visit the website: www.retreats.org.uk 




Abbey House Retreat 
Glastonbury 

• Good Food 

• Comfortable 

• Historic Setting 




Discover an oasis of peace in this historic, 
former family home in the Abbey Grounds 



Tel: 01458 831112 



www.abbeyhouse.org 



The Fellowship of Meditation 

We practise and teach C hristian . 

contemplative meditation at , J %- 

residential and day courses ^ 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres i n the U K . a 0 ^^ organisation 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on G od, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 
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An eiegatil house on the bemijiii 
tifwdofGsermsv, with stnrmmg 
views of Her in, Jethuu and Sark ' 

For mre details visit our website 
wtnv.Iescotils.aim, or 
telephone DIM} 727793 
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Letters 6^ comment 
Comment 

by Pam Creech 

Love spelt T.I.M.E 

W fe first started offering the 
three parenting progra- 
mmes in January 2006 for 
parents of 0-6, 5-13 and 
teenagers. Our training has been pro- 
vided by the Mothers’ Union and by 
Wokingham Borough Council. 

We have five trained facilitators and a 
team member who monitors our budg- 
et. We are supported by our branch 
MU members who provide refresh- 
ments for us and by our PCC who 
finance our comfortable facilities. The 
materials we use include resources pub- 
lished by the Family Caring Trust 
and/or Positive Parenting. 

We encourage parents to express 
what they hope to achieve from the 
courses, e.g. “help with raising happy 
and well balanced children”. The 
evenings, though structured, are infor- 
mal and result in a great deal of laugh- 
ter as mums and dads share their suc- 
cesses or otherwise of the strategies 
which they have attempted between ses- 
sions. Perhaps enshrined within the 
word “love” is that other important 
word “communication” and we need to 
stay connected and to listen to the 
needs of our children right from the 
time when they first arrive in our lives. 

Comments from parents following 
their participation on a course include: 

•“Huge improvement in behaviour.” 

•“When I take time for them, they 
respond positively.” 

•“Reminder of good practice for rais- 
ing children.” 

•“I make more time to connect with 
my teenage daughter . . . and pause to 
think about my response according to 
the situation.” 

•“Let them learn from their mistakes 
and accept the consequences instead of 
nagging them.” 

•“I am now more confident and 
calmer. I try to connect more and to 
listen more.” 

These positive responses indicate the 
real differences which can be achieved 
and I feel that the programme is both 
enjoyable and very worthwhile, and it 
also forms part of our outreach. As we 
celebrate Mothering Sunday, it is good 
to remember that the most important 
job we can do for our children is to be 
a caring parent. It has been said that 
“love” is spelt “T-I-M-E”! 

Pam Creech is a parenting course facilitator at 
The Cornerstone at All Saints, Wokingham. 




The dome over the tomb at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Ray Rowlson 



Thought for 
the month 

Ml 

by David Winter 



“Now there was a garden in the place where 
he was crucified.” John 19:41 

W e were standing looking at the 
snowdrops in the churchyard. 

It’s been a dark, frozen kind of 
winter hasn’t it? But now the sun was 
shining, the temperature had climbed 
above freezing, and those little bulbs 
buried in the soil had responded to it. 

‘ Because I live, you will live. ’ 
also. ’ 



A few weeks ago, all looked dead. But 
now all around us were the signs of 
Spring. ‘Makes you think,” said my 
companion. Death and resurrection - 
it’s simply part of the way things are.’ I 
agreed, and pointed out that in a few 
days’ time we’d be celebrating in the 
church in the middle of that graveyard 
a man who rose from the dead and said, 
’Because I live, you will live also’. 

This idea, of life blossoming in the 
place of death, is right there in the 
Gospels, too. “There was a garden in 
the place where Jesus was crucified”. 
While three men were being cruelly 
executed on that rocky outcrop, around 
them grew vines, fruit and olive trees. 
Also in that garden was a new tomb, in 
which, after his crucifixion, Jesus was 
buried. But within three days the tomb 
was once again empty. 

Like the Easter flowers blooming in 



the graveyard, life had conquered 
death. In Jerusalem you can visit the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built in 
the early fourth century by Helen, 
mother of the Emperor Constantine, to 
mark the probable site of the tomb of 
Jesus. 

You can just about find it underneath 
all the pious artefacts. Less than a mile 
away is the Garden Tomb, which 
General Gordon thought was the tomb 
of Jesus, located beside a craggy hill and 
set in a garden. 

It was, in fact, inside the city wall in 
the time of Christ, which means it can’t 
be the actual place of his crucifixion 
and burial, but there is no doubt that if 
you want to feel and see what it would 
have been like, and even peer into a 
genuine first century tomb, this will 
probably quicken your pulse more than 
the Holy Sepulchre. 

‘The seed has to die before it 
can produce fruit. ’ 

As Jesus himself said, the seed has to 
die before it can produce fruit. The 
seeds and bulbs are buried, and at the 
right time they burst into life. In that 
garden of the crucifixion they laid a 
corpse in a tomb, but at God’s moment 
of power death was defeated and Jesus 
was once again gloriously alive. As my 
friend said, it’s the way things are, and it 
is the heart of the Easter message. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of reli- 
gious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many 
books. His latest book is Facing the Darkness and 
Finding the Light, a contemporary look at the 
book o/° Revelation. 



Letters 



Up on the roof 

I read with interest the articles in the centre 
spread of the March The Door , and in 
particular that concerning the installation of 
solar photovoltaic panels on the roof of 
Wing Church. 

This is a project that should, I believe, be 
considered for every church, especially as 
practically every ancient church will have a 
south facing pitched roof making them ideal 
candidates for solar panels. Recently our 
church-based group, Climate Concern, 
suggested that we should consider this, but 
when we raised the idea, it transpired that 
we would never get the necessary faculty 
since the 1 2th century church is deemed 
ancient and historic. 

This strikes me as short sighted since, 
while we may wish to preserve the outward 
appearance of our churches, we also need 
to consider the long term effects of climate 
change. I imagine that many church roofs 
would originally have been thatched (in 
itself a far more environmentally friendly 
option than tiles or lead), yet there would 
have been few if any complaints from 
anyone except, perhaps, the local thatchers 
when it was replaced. 

So why should we, at a time when many 
churches are happily contemplating ripping 
out pews and replacing organs with guitar 
groups, regard the present roofing material 
and outward appearance of any church as 
sacrosanct? The Church is, after all, a living 
part of the community, not a museum piece. 

Barry Marsden 
St Peter’s, Burnham 



The Diocese recognises that the Church 
has a duty of stewardship, not only to 
God’s creation but also to the buildings 
handed down to us by previous 
generations. 

The Wing installation was possible 
because the panels are invisible from the 
ground, thanks to a low pitched roof and a 
high parapet. The invisibility criterion is key 
when the authorities look at external 
changes. If your congregation does have 
concerns about their carbon footprint the 
most effective measures are behavioural 
ones - car sharing schemes, regulating 
heating, making sure that electrical 
equipment is turned off when not in use. 
Other seemingly minor changes are out- 
lined in the new publication, For Creed 
and Creation 

www. earthingfaith. org/2 Oil 103/08/ 
for-creed-and-creation-book/). 

Natalie Merry, DAC Secretary 



Competition Winners 

The winners of the swift competition in 
the March edition of the Door were: 
John Letham from Little Chalfont; Mrs 
Thompson from Leighton Buzzard and 
Mrs Tyler from Garsington. 
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1 Audio version 


Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Will Hunter Smart will 


Tony Adams has been given 
permission to officiate. 


Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 


take up post as Team Rector in New- 
bury; The Revd Dr Helen Orchard 

has resigned as University Chaplain 
at Exeter College; The Revd 
Rebecca Harris has resigned as 
Team Vicar in Great Chesham, Christ 
Church and St George’s; The Revd 
Liz Welters has been given 
permission to officiate; The Revd 


We recall with sadness the deaths 
of: The Revd Canon Geoffrey Shaw; 
The Revd Edward Rainsberry; The 
Revd Stanley Bedwell; The Revd 
Peter Geake; The Revd John 
McKechnie; The Revd Canon Lord 
Peter Pilkington of Oxenford; The 
Revd Thomas Wharton. 
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The Rt Revd Andrew Proud 

sensed he was called to be 
ordained on the day of his 
confirmation, aged 1 2. As he 
prepares for his installation 

as Bishop of Reading, he 
tell Jo Duckies his story. 

B ishop Andrew remembers the 
growing sense of wonder he 
held when he was a choir boy 
at St Andrew’s Bedford. “I 
think that what touched me 
was the combination of camaraderie, a 
growing sense of God and the leadership 
of the church - as a small boy, the parish 
priest and curate felt remote, but I 
remember clearly how, one evening, 
they both visited us as a family - both 
wearing their cassocks and cloaks. 

“I think it felt as if church had come 
to us and I was thrilled,” he says. “So, it 
was a growing sense that God is real and, 
as a young boy, a delight in being in 
God’s house.” Not long after confirma- 
tion, the family moved to Welwyn 
Garden City and Andrew was enrolled in 
a new comprehensive school. 

My sense of calling came 
back so forcefuly I was 
reduced to tears. ’ 



“For the next three years, I sang in the 
choir at St. Francis’s Church, until my 
voice broke, and I became a server.” 
Andrew was 14 when the curate at St 
Francis’s asked him if he had ever 
thought of ordination. “I was thrilled 
and amazed that someone else should 
recognise the call that was growing with- 
in me, but then I rebelled. 

“I found the music scene, especially 
Hendrix, Cream, the Stones and Pink 
Floyd, and the radical, hip ideas of my 



friends from other schools hugely 
attractive. 

“I gradually went to church less and 
less but coming home one Sunday night, 
from a friend’s house, my sense of call 
came back so forcefully, I was reduced to 
tears. Within days, I was sitting in the 
curate’s study, exploring what the next 
step would be. At this time, I began to 
be hugely attracted by the radical 
devotion to Jesus I saw in the 
Franciscans who visited the parish. 

At the beginning of the Upper 6^ 
Andrew developed glandular fever and 
was off school for six months. When he 
returned to repeat what he’d missed, his 
friends had left and his family moved 
again, this time to Colchester. “The first 
thing I did was to find a church - St. 
James’ Colchester, an Anglo-Catholic 
parish where Eric Turner, the lovely, 
godly, priest was Area Warden of 
Ordinands and took me under his wing. 
He encouraged my love of radical sim- 
plicity in following Christ. 

For 18 months Andrew was a clerk at 
Barclays Bank. “It was a job I didn’t 
enjoy especially, largely because my 



sense of call was still so strong, I began 
to wonder if God was calling me to be 
a Franciscan monk. Father Eric 
encouraged me to leave the bank, to 
re-sit my A levels. 

“I spent a wonderful year, living in the 
clergy house, worshipping with them, 
eating with them, listening to them and 
imbibing not only a keen sense of 
pastoral ministry, but an even stronger 
sense of the glory and majesty of God.” 
On passing his A levels, Andrew didn’t 
quite feel ready for university but 
worked as a farm labourer for another 
year or so, and loved it. In early 1976 he 
met his wife, Janice, just before heading 
to King’s College, London, to study 
theology. 

“All thoughts of becoming a 
Franciscan evaporated and we married 
at the end of my first year and lived in 
south London, where our daughter was 
born, just before going up to Lincoln 
Theological College in 1979,” he says. 

He was ordained a deacon in 
Chelmsford Cathedral to serve a curacy 
in Stansted, just before the airport was 
developed. 



TAYLORS 
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ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
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SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical & Domestic Solar Panels 

Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tariffs on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 
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He says: “I was fortunate to have 
served under an outstanding training 
incumbent, who had been a missionary 
with USPG in the West Indies. It was 
through working with him that I learnt 
to put mission before churchmanship 
and that was when Janice and I first felt 
called to work overseas.” 

For the past nine years, Janice and 
Andrew have lived in Ethiopia, where 
they have been USPG Mission 
Companions, leading and developing 
the Anglican Church in Ethiopia. “As 
Chaplain of St Matthew’s, Addis Ababa I 
learnt to appreciate Christians from 
many backgrounds and denominations, 
all of whom were a long way from home. 

My own Christian 
discipleship has been 
challenged and re-shaped 
by Ethiopia. ’ 



“It was a joy to work, worship and pray 
with them” he says. Andrew was 
consecrated Bishop in 2007 when he was 
tasked with setting up a new Episcopal 
Area from scratch. “I would say that 
Ethiopia took me right out of my skin 
and made me see the world - and the 
Church - in a different light; insights I 
hope to bring to my new role.” 

And why did he opt for a move to 
Berkshire? He says: “I’m hugely attracted 
by the diversity of the Reading Episcopal 
Area and by the people I’ve met and the 
things I’ve seen and heard already. I’m 
looking forward, very much, to meeting 
people and to learning what God is 
already doing here, through his church, 
for the sake of his world. 

“My own Christian discipleship has 
been challenged and re-shaped by 
Ethiopia - I long to see people grow in 
their faith and in their love of God and I 
have a real passion for mission.” 

Bishop Andrew will be installed at Reading 
Minster on 1 6 April. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
By appointment only 






